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Civil  War  Era  Love  Token 

Sid  Gale 

One  of  the  exhibits  at  the  FUN  show  in  Tampa  was  a  wonderful 
noncompetitive  exhibit  showing  civil  war  era  coins  that  were  engraved  to 
commemorate  events  during  the  war.  They  were  elaborate  and  very  nicely 
done.  They  reminded  me  of  one  in  my  collection  although  mine  is  not  quite 

the  same  quality 

“From  My  Darling  Oct  13th  1863”!  The 
host  coin  for  this  love  token  is  an  1 846  Liberty 
Seated  Dollar  and  it  is  the  love  token  that 
“persuaded”  me  to  collect  love  tokens. 

My  first  thought  was  that  a  soldier 
presented  it  to  his  wife  when  he  was  leaving  home 
to  fight  in  the  Civil  War.  There  are  no  solder  marks 
or  holes  indicating  it  served  as  a  jewelry  piece.  It 
must  have  been  a  memento  for  her  to  keep  and 
remind  her  of  him  while  he  was  away. 

On  the  other  hand,  maybe  his 
wife  or  sweetheart  gave  it  to  him  to  carry 
as  he  went  off  to  war  so  he  would  have 
something  to  remember  her  by?  I  sure  do 
wish  these  things  could  talk. 


PRESIDENT 

VICE  PRESIDENT 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

LOVE  LETTER  EDITOR 

Ask  Miss  Love  Token 

Ernie  Turnes 

Carole  Bastable 

Sid  Gale 

Robert  C.  Newhouse 

3169Bayhaven  Dr. 

5145  Admiral  Place 

P.O.Box  2351 

5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 

MISSLOVETOKEN@ 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579 
(843)903-1223 

Sarasota,  FL  34231 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 
(225)664-0718 

Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 

VERIZON.NET 

evturnes@juno.com 

chevybassdad01@verizon.net 

sidgale@cox.net 

rcn@ksu.edu 

General  Funds 


< V 


03 


U 


03 


LL. 


Checkbook  Balance 
Receipts 

Member  Dues 
Book  Sale 
Total  Receipts 


December  3,  2010 


$5,835.64 


$502.50 

$296.00 

$798.50  $798.50 


Subtotal 


$6,634.14 


Expenses  CK#  1 550  ANA  Dues  $65.00 
CK#  1551  Robert  Newhouse 


Kinko’s 

$76.53 

Graphic  Design 

$75.00 

Stamps 

$88.00 

Total  LL  252  expense 

$239.53 

CK#  1552  Sid  Gale 

Book  Sale  -  Ebay  /  Postage 

$20.65 

Total  Expenses 

$325.18 

Checkbook  Balance  January  31, 2011  $6,308.96 

The  amount  above  includes  $1418.00  Life  member  Dues  and  $1034.00  from  Book  Sales. 


New  Members 

2054  Helen  Barry  2056  John  and  Anita  Petrow 
Aiken,  S.C.  Miami,  FL 


Secretary!  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


2055  Linda  Hare 
Amarillo,  TX 


BELONG  TO  THE  ANA? 

If  you  belong  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  the  Love  Token  Society  can  benefit  from  that 
membership.  This  is  how.  The  Love  Token  Society  is  a  member  club  of  the  ANA.  Our  dues  are  $75  per  year.  But  the 
ANA  will  reduce  those  dues  by  $5  for  each  individual  member  who  wants  to  give  credit  to  the  LTS.  One  limitation  is  that 
a  member  can  only  give  credit  to  one  ANA  member  club. 

If  you’d  like  the  LTS  to  benefit  from  your  ANA  membership,  contact  Sid  Gale  (contact  information  on  the  first 
page)  and  give  him  your  ANA  number.  Thanks. 


LTS  Members, 

Sorry,  I  was  unable  to  attend  our  club  meeting  at  the  FUN  show  in  Tampa.  (I  missed  my  own  inauguration!) 
The  show  received  good  reviews  in  the  numismatic  press.  I  understand  that  10  people  attended  our  meeting  and 
two  joined.  The  official  installation  of  officers  took  place.  In  the  collecting  field,  members  were  encouraged  to  write 
articles  on  some  aspect  of  our  hobby.  (Subjects  could  be  My  Favorite  Piece,  My  Best  Buy,  What  I  Collect,  How  I 
Collect,  Observations,  or  some  specific  information  about  a  coin  in  your  collection.)  Also  discussed  were  two  planned 
projects:  (1)  up-dating  the  PowerPoint  presentation  that  is  in  the  ANA  library  and  (2)  revising  our  web  page.  In  both 
cases  members  are  encouraged  to  send  photos  to  Sid  Gale  or  offer  expertise  with  the  web  page.  Sid  demonstrated  a 
camera  he  purchased  which  takes  great  photos  of  coins. 

Speaking  of  Sid,  he  was  busy  at  the  show!  He  exhibited  a  4-case  non-competitive  love  token  display  (the  only 
love  token  exhibit  at  the  show),  served  as  a  judge,  and,  with  Carol  Bastable,  ran  the  meeting  (my  thanks  to  both). 

If  you  were  one  of  those  at  the  meeting  I  hope  you  found  it  helpful.  If  you  were  not  there  I  hope  you  can 
come  to  the  show  next  year. 

I  also  want  to  use  this  forum  to  thank  Pat  Hammond  for  serving  as  our  Vice  President  and  then  President  for 
the  last  several  years.  We  much  appreciate  it. 

Good  luck  to  each  of  you  in  your  collecting.  Ernie  Turner 
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Double  Eagles 


The  latest  Love  Letter  (Dec.  2010)  had  a  very  good  article  written  by  our  Secretary /Treasurer  Sid 
Gale  tided  “Love  Token  Rarity  Part  2-Gold”  I  contacted  Sid  and  told  him  about 
my  two  (2)  gold  Double  Eagles  ($20.00)  and  he  replied  back  and  asked  if  I  would 
be  interested  in  writing  a  short  article  for  the  Love  Letter.  By  writing  this  article, 

I  am  in  hopes  that  one  of  our  readers  will  have  further  information  on  my  tokens 
and  may  possibly  reply  to  me. 

Sid  explains  very  well  in  his  article  why  the  larger  value  gold  coins  are 
today.  It  is  related  striedy  to  cost  of  the  host  coin  and  also  the  fact  that  that  Love 
Tokens  are  considered  defaced  and  damaged  and  do  not  have  the  numismatic 
value  of  undamaged  coins  and  were  consequendy  melted  down  for  scrape  gold 
or  silver  value.  I  can  remember  in  the  past  going  from  dealer  to  dealer  at  the  coin 
shows  and  asking  if  they  had  any  damaged,  defaced  or  engraved  coins.  Two  like 
coins  with  same  date  and  similar  grading  of  the  un-planed  side  would  sell  for 
dramatically  different  prices.  Those  were  the  good  days  for  Love  token  collectors 
when  we  were  able  to  purchase  beautifully  engraved  coins  for  a  relatively  small 
premium  over  face  or  scrape  value. 

After  reading  Sid’s  article  I  realize  that  I  am  very  fortunate  to  have  two  (2) 
double  eagles  ($20.00)  tokens  in  my  collection.  I  have  a  number  of  $1.00,  $2.50 
and  $5.00  tokens  but  only  two  double  eagles.  I  have  always  treasured  them  and 
other  Love  Token  collectors  wondered  what  the  real  story  and  history  is  related 
to  each  of  them.  If  a  person  is  able  to  document  the  previous  owner  or  recipient 
the  love  token  becomes  both  more  exciting  and  in  some  cases  may  increase  the 
value  dramatically. 

The  first  and  most  intriguing  is  a  1 890  Double  Eagle,  Liberty 
Coronet  Head.  The  reason  it  is  of  most  interest  to  me  is  the  fact  that  it  is 
readily  identifiable  as  a  coin  of  the  realm  with  engraved  names  and  mint  dates  which  meets  all  of  the 
requirements  of  a  love  token  according  to  Lloyd  Entenmann’s  book.  The  obverse  has  been  planed  with 
the  exception  of  the  thirteen  stars  and  date.  It  is  inscribed  in  script  with  “  Presented  by  H.  Stanley  to  Gilbert  for  his 
talents”.  I  have  often  wondered  if  this  love  token  was  presented  to  Gilbert  by  the  legendary  explorer  Sir  Henry  Morton 
Stanley  (1841-1904).  The  mint  date  fits  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  a  conclusive  connection  to  a  Gilbert  which 
would  document  the  coin  to  Sir  Henry  Stanley.  One  possibility  would  be  Sir  WS.  Gilbert,  the  playwright  of  Gilbert  and 
Sullivan  fame.  Both  Stanley  and  Gilbert  were  knighted  by  the  British  and  Gilbert  was  very  popular  on  the  New  York 
stage  in  the  later  nineteenth  century.  I  also  found  it  interesting  that  Sir  Gilbert  penned  a  fictional  character  by  the  name 
of  Major-General  Stanley  in  The  Pirates  of  Penzance.  Major-General  Stanley  may  have  been  coincidental  or  it  could 
relate  back  to  Sir  Henry  Stanley?  They  may  have  been  friends  since  British  Knights  seem  to  have  common  interests?  The 
reverse  of  the  coin  is  intact. 

The  second  coin  has  the  same  diametric  measurements  (34mm)  as  the  previous  double  eagle  I  mentioned  and 
also  has  reeded  edges  ,  Due  to  the  measurements,  reeded  edges  and  gold  content  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  coin  may  be  a  gold  double  eagle  also.  This  coin  has  either  been  cut  in  half 
or  planed  to  about  half  the  thickness  of  an  intact  double  eagle.  It  is  a  cutout 
type  Love  Token  with  the  initials  “  BCW  “,  pin  back  and  a  large  amount  of 
fancy  engraved  finish  work.  Unfortunately  nothing  remains  of  the  original  coin 
other  then  the  gold  content  and  reeded  edge  to  identify  it  as  a  coin.  Any  help 
in  identifying  either  of  these  coins  and  who  H.  Stanley  and  Gilbert  were  would 
truly  be  appreciated. 

I  also  have  a  number  of  quarter  and  half  eagles  and  quite  a  few  dollar 
love  tokens  but  the  double  eagles  will  always  be  my  prizes.  I  also  have  found 
both  the  eagle  and  double  eagle  love  tokens  to  be  rather  scarce. 

Good  luck  in  your  search  for  Love  tokens, 

John  Weatherwax  jonwax@ix.netcom.com 
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Love  Tokens  -  Are  they  Recyclable? 


By  Lloyd  L.  Entenmann,  NLG 


Our  present  modern  day  society  has  become  extremely  conscious  of  protecting  our 
health  and  sanitary  needs.  In  the  process  we  are  literally  burying  ourselves  in  our  own  trash  and 
garbage.  Consequendy,  we  are  constandy  finding  ways  to  re-use  what  we  normally  discard  to 
disposal  dumps.  We  now  save  newspapers,  aluminum,  dn,  glass,  plastics,  and  other  materials  as 
we  have  found  ways  to  use  them  over  again.  This  conserves  our  forests,  metals,  and  many  other 
resources. 

What  about  love  tokens?  They  are  made  from  a  metal  coin  taken  out  of  circulation, 
generally  smoothed  on  one  side  and  engraved  with  something  that  expressed  a  love  or  affec¬ 
tion  between  the  giver  and  receiver.  What  happens  to  that  coin  when  that  relationship  ceases 
to  exist?  It  may  be  tossed  into  the  trash  and  wind  up  in  a  disposal  dump,  and  thus  lost  forever, 
or  it  may  be  sold  as  bullion  or  for  resale  to  collectors.  In  either  case,  that  love  token  is  being 
recycled.  As  bullion,  it  is  sold  to  a  smelter,  and  thus  re-used  in  another  form.  Being  sold  to  col¬ 
lectors  it  may  retain  its  identity  as  a  love  token  to  be  owned  as  an  item  of  history  or  it  may  be 
used  in  place  of  having  a  new  love  token  made  for  a  new  relationship.  Both  of  these  situations 
are  practiced  by  the  love  token  collector. 

The  love  token  collector  who  adds  these  tokens  to  his  or  her  collection  is  retaining 
them  as  representing  their  original  purpose.  They  are  still  in  use  and  not  being  disposed  of.  One 
of  the  first  objectives  of  a  new  collector,  especially  in  the  United  States,  is  to  find  his  or  her 
name  or  initials,  rather  than  having  a  new  token  made.  This  is  a  true  case  of  recycling  -  re-using 
an  existing  token  as  it  exists. 

Love  tokens  that  are  engraved  with  something  other  than  names  or  initials  are  most 
likely  to  be  held  by  collectors  as  representatives  of  its  original  purpose,  thus  still  retaining  its 
original  purpose  and  not  being  disposed  of. 

From  this  review,  it  is  clear  that  love  tokens  are  recyclable,  either  being  re-used  in  place 
of  new  ones  or  being  smelted  into  another  form  for  further  use. 
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First  February  Love  Letter! 


«r 

LOVE  LETTER  #10 

February  X,  1973 


Dear  Member: 


I*m  disappointed.  I  had  hoped  to  include  with  this  Love  Letter 
a  list  of  paid  up  members.  We  had  48  in  1972  -  now  we  have  a  no w  one 
in  1973#  But  we  actually  have  25  persons  who  have  sent  in  $3.00  for 
their  1973  dues.  It  is  not  that  we  are  in  a  bind  financially.  With 
the  post  Christmas  bills  and  income  tax,  Love  Token  dues  are  pretty 
small  potatoes.  But  a  renewal  of  membership  shows  your  approval  of 
what  has  been  done. 


New  member:  Mrs.  Hilda  Evans 

1307  Ravin i a  Road 
¥.  Lafayette,  Ind.  47906 


Change  of  address: 


Robert  A.  Hiett 
P.0.  Box  38 
Monmouth,  ill.  61462 


Mark  Goldman 
1479  E.  34th  St. 
Brooklyn,  N.I.  11234 


Financial  Report 

87.90"  <fan  *  Bal 

36.00  Dues 

2.00  Donation -Goldman 

125.90 

6.73  Check  #9 
$119717  Ret.  Bal. 


Expenses 
.43  "Envelopes 
2.76  Postage 
3.54  Stamps 
$6.73  Check  #9 


Sincerely, 


A 


?.  7K*i 


OL- 


lelen  E.  Moore 
Secretary 
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Be  My  Numismatic  Valentine 


By  Edward  C.  Rochette  (Feb.  1997,  The  Numismatist) 

Move  over  Love  Token  collectors,  there’s  more  to  maudlin  numismatic  expressions  straight  from 
the  heart  than  mere  engravings  on  the  backs  of  pocket  change-expressions  no  less  sentimental,  no  less 
imaginative  and  no  less  artistically  rendered.  It  took  a  brave  heart  for  the  eau  of  Miss  Elsie  Sellars  of  St. 
John,  Kansas,  to  send  his  valentine  back  in  1909.  It  was  a  check  drawn  on  the  Bank  of  Roses,  payable  to 
the  young  lacy  of  his  dreams  in  the  sum  of  100,000  scents  (of  white  roses). 

The  check,  perhaps  never  cashed,  was  printed  on  one  side  of  a  post  card— for  all  to  see  along  the 
route  it  took  through  the  mail  and  for  the  good-humored  postman  or  to  kid  Miss  Elsie  about  her  beau 
upon  delivery.  The  card  was  not  an  exception  to  the  eloquence  of  expression  during  the  last  turn  of  the 
century  (1900).  While  such  cards  may  not  have  been  the  norm,  they  were  not  so  scarce  as  to  prevent  us 
today  from  building  a  tangential  collection  guaranteed  to  complement  any  collection  of  love  tokens. 

Serious  post  card  collectors  will  tell  you  that,  if  you  are  interested  and  willing  to  search  diligendy 
a  sizable  collection  of  numismatically  related  post  cards  can  be  assembled.  Collectors  will  find  that  scores 
of  realistic,  imitation  bank  notes  once  prevailed.  For  example,  one  card,  drawn  on  the  “Bank  of  Love,” 
was  so  close  in  appearance  to  its  genuine  Bank  of  England  £ 5  note  counterpart,  that  the  queen’s  solici¬ 
tors  forced  the  recall  of  the  post  card  and  banned  further  printing.  Their  concern  was  not  that  some 
lovesick  youth  would  try  to  cash  the  card,  but  that  the  engravings  would  help  facilitate  counterfeiting  by 
less  amorous  culprits 

Across  the  Adantic,  it  was  “Monkey  see,  monkey  do.”  An  American  card  publisher  thought 
enough  of  the  British  idea  for  the  imitation  bank  note  card  and  so  litde  of  the  United  States  Secret 
Service’s  attention  to  detail  that  the  publisher  followed  suit  and  produced  an  American  edition,  using 
imitations  of  U.S.  dollars  of  the  day.  The  Secret  Service  reacted  with  the  same  complete  lack  of  artistic 
appreciation  shown  by  the  British  authorities;  the  cards  were  seized,  and  the  stock  destroyed. 

Checks  and  bank  notes  were  not  the  only  numismatically  related  subjects  for  valentine  cards,  nor 
was  the  day  of  heart’s  expression  the  only  holiday  to  be  so  noted.  Christmas,  in  fact,  proved  to  be  an 
even  more  popular  time  to  so  observe.  For  the  thrifty,  what  better  way  to  send  money  than  in  the  form 
of  a  copy? 

Contemporary  to  the  bank  note  post  cards  were  “purse  cards.”  These  reached  their  height  of  popularity 
during  the  Victorian  period,  from  the  early  1870s  and  into  beginning  of  the  following  decade.  They  came  in  the 
form  of  embossed-paper  purses  for  the  ladies  and  paper  wallets  for  the  men.  When  opened,  there  was  a  wealth  of 
funds  to  be  found  in  imitation  bank  notes  and/or  checks,  as  well  as  embossed- foil  gold  and  silver  coins. 

Some  of  these  “checks”  were  drawn  on  the  “Bank  of  Blessings,”  payable  in  “joys”  and  posted  from 
“Blissville.”  It  was  not  the  mawkish  sentimentality  of  these  cards  that  brought  their  demise;  it  was  their  cost.  Beaus 
probably  found  it  cheaper  to  send  the  genuine  article. 

Like  love  tokens,  pseudo-paper  money  messages  from  the  heart  also  emanated  from  the  front-line  trench¬ 
es  and  the  prison  camps  of  World  War  I.  One  popular  expression  of  Yuletide  sentimentality  can  be  credited  to 
Frank  D.  Hawkes,  a  member  of  the  British  Expeditionary  Force  (BEF)  in  France. 

In  1918,  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice  that  brought  an  end  to  the  Great  War,  thousands  of  Allied 
troops  remained  in  Europe  assigned  to  occupation  duty.  Bored  and,  perhaps,  with  little  to  do  with  his  time,  the  ar¬ 
tistically  talented  Hawkes  redrew  a  French  5-franc  note.  He  replaced  the  allegorical  figures  to  each  side  of  the  face 
with  an  American  doughboy  to  the  left  and  a  British  Tommy  to  the  right.  In  lieu  of  seals,  he  placed  “57th  Div.”  to 
one  side  and  “Xmas  1918”  to  the  other.  “Remembrance”  and  “Good  Wishes”  were  added  as  the  signatories  to  the 
bill.  Then,  in  the  bottom  left-hand  corner  as  a  professional  courtesy,  Hawkes  added,  “With  apologies  to  the  French 
5  franc  note.” 

The  manufacture  of  numismatically  related  post  cards  was  not  limited  to  the  major  card  companies  of  the 
day— Miss  Elsie  Sellars’  card  was  published  by  Henrietta  Armbruster  of  Denver,  Colorado.  Nor  were  post  cards 
and  imitation  wallets  and  purses  the  sole  avenue  of  numismatic  sentimentality.  Collectors  should  never  underesti¬ 
mate  the  imaginations  of  couples  in  love.  So  you  should  look  for  imitations  of  wills,  checks,  IOUs,  bankbooks  and 
certificates  of  deposit,  as  almost  any  monetary  document  has  its  sentimental  counterpart. 
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Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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1855 
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obverse  $18.00  >bverse  $15.00  obverse  $12.00  obverse  $10.00 
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2  sided 


$20.00 
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1960 

Roosevelt  $15.00 
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Neutoi 
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1948 
Roosevelt  $15.00 
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$20.00 
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Can  5c 
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H  J-11 


1946 

Roosevelt  $15.00 


m 

V® 

1957 

Roosevelt  $15.00 


Alice  J-17 


Beth 


1950 

Roosevelt  $20.00 
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1964 

Roosevelt  $20.00 
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1956 

Roosevelt  $15.00 


J-18 


Chris 


1951 

Roosevelt  $20.00 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

2631  Westview  Lane  NW 

Rochester,  MN  55901 

email:  omaha1898@peoplepc.com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $100 -add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 
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Our  New  President  "Ernie Turnes" 


Just  a  brief  note  to  introduce  myself  as  the  new  LTS  president. 

I  have  enjoyed  numismatics  since  the  mid-1980s  (unfortunately  I  never 
collected  as  a  kid)  and  have  been  acquiring  love  tokens  for  about  1 4  years, 
joining  the  LTS  right  at  the  start  of  my  collecting. 

I’ve  written  several  articles  for  the  Love  Letter  over  the  years  and 
most  recently,  was  club  Vice  President,  i  enjoy  numismatic  club  activity 
and  the  people  in  the  hobby  even  more  than  I  enjoy  collecting,  having 
been  president  of  several  clubs  —  the  Bel  Mar  Coin  Club  in  northern 
Maryland,  the  Baltimore  Coin  Club  (twice),  the  Maryland  State  Numismatic 
Association,  and  currently  the  Myrtle  Beach  Coin  Club  (about  four  years).  I 
also  belong  to  several  other  numismatic  organizations  and  enjoy  them  all. 

With  that  background  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  some  contribution 
to  our  club  and  hobby.  But  we  can  only  be  truly  successful  with 
contributions  from  many.  With  that  said,  I  ask  for  your  help  in  making  our 
club  even  better.  How?  Write  articles,  report  finds,  projects,  suggest  LTS 
membership  to  other  collectors,  sell  pieces  through  the  Love  Letter,  offer 
suggestions  and  help  when  asked. 

With  that  Til  close.  If  you  have  any  recommendations  on  how  we 
can  improve,  contact  an  officer.  Thanks.  I  hope  to  meet  you  in  the  future. 

Ernie  Turnes 


PRESIDENT  VICE  PRESIDENT 

Ernie  Turnes  Carole  Bastable 

3169  Bayhaven  Dr.  5145  Admiral  Place 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579  Sarasota,  FL  34231 
(843)  903-1223 

evturnes@juno.com  chevybassdadOl  @verizon.net 


SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Sid  Gale 
P.0.  Box  2351 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 
(225)  664-0718 
sidgale@cox.net 


LOVE  LETTER  EDITOR 
Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 
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VERIZON.NET 


General  Funds 


Checkbook  Balance  January  31,  201 1 
Receipts 

Member  Dues  562.50 
Book  Sale  5115.00 

Total  Receipts  5177.50  5177.50 
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Subtotal 

Expenses 

CK#1553  Robert  Newhouse 


56,486.46 


TO 

Kinko’s 

$179.00 

4— » 

GO 

Graphic  Design 

575.00 

Stamps 

5148.00 

TO 

Misc  Postage 

5  5.35 

*U 

Book  Shipment 

514.95  5422.30 

c 

CK#1554  Sid  Gale 

TO 

Book  Sale  -  Ebay  /  Postage  515.17 

c 

•  mmmm 

Total  Expenses 

5437.47 

5437.47 


Checkbook  Balance  March  28,  201 1 


56,308.96 


56,048.99 


The  amount  above  includes  51418.00  Life  member  Dues 
and  51132.50  from  book  sales 

New  Member 
2057  Lisa  Mulhall 
Delray,  FL 


Secretary /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Love  Blooms  -  Dan  Lewis 

With  Valentine’s  Day  behind  us  and  the  first  day  of  spring  just  past  —  I  thought  this  would  be  a  good 
time  to  share  some  of  my  favorite  non-circulating,  legal-tender  (NCLT)  issues  dedicated  to  the  age-old  theme 
of  Love.  My  first  pick  is  what  I  believe  to  be  the  world’s  first  heart-shaped  coin,  a  5-franc  piece  issued  by  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  in  2005. 

The  reverse  of  this  beautiful  coin  depicts  two  cupids  seated  on  a  blue  rose,  with  a  red  rose  and 
rosebud  at  the  right.  At  the  left  is  the  inscription  ENDLESS  LOVE,  and  centered  below  is  the  date  of  the 
issue.  The  obverse  features  an  African  lion,  national  symbol  of  the  Congo;  the  denomination;  the  country’s 
name  (in  French),  REPUBLIQUE  DEMOCRATIQE  DU  CONGO;  and  the  denomination,  5  FRANCS. 
Total  mintage  of  this  reeded-edge,  copper-nickel  crown  was  5,000  pieces. 

Also  in  2005,  the  Commonwealth  of  the  Northern  Mariana  Islands  released  the  world’s  first  heart- 
shaped  crown  struck  in  silver.  Since  the  islands  are  a  U.S.  Territory  whose  official  currency  is  the  U.S.  dollar, 
the  legal-tender  status  of  the  sterling  silver  55  coin  is  questionable,  to  say  the  least.  The  reverse  design  is 
identical  to  that  of  the  Congo  5  francs.  The  obverse  featues  the  territory’s  shield  and  name,  Commonwelath 
of  the  Northern  Marianas  Islands;  the  issue  date  and  denomination. 

In  2006,  Liberia  issued  a  crown-size  coin  bearing  510  value,  struck  from  25g  of  sterling  silver.  Total 
worldwide  mintage  was  limited  to  2,500  pieces.  The  reverse  shows  two  swans,  with  a  pink  water  lily  in 

continued  on  page  4 
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Catch  the  Collecting  Bug 
Marilyn  A.  Reback  ANA  129422 
Numismatist,  June  2003 

If  you’re  looking  for  the  buzz  on  collecting,  take  a  cue  from  creatures  that  flourish  this 
time  of  year;  insects.  Some  of  the  first  true  coins  pictured  beedes,  bees  and  scorpions.  Ancient 
Greek  issues  featured  these  as  well  as  ants,  cicadas,  grasshoppers  and  preying  mantises. 

Modern  numismatic  issues  address  the  beauty,  utility  and  fragility  of  this  small  world. 

Some  are  exotic  and  hard  to  find;  some  might  be  described  as  common  garden  vaireties.  A  few 
can  be  found  in  your  own  backyard;  others  inhabit  the  tropics  and  far-distant  fields.  Whether 
lifelike  or  symbolic  images,  they  are  sure  to  appeal  to  your  collector  instinct. 

Sweet  Rewards 

Honeybees  (apis  mellifera)  were  as  important  in  the  ancient  world  as  they  are  today.  A 
sacred  symbol  of  the  Greek  goddess  Artemis,  the  honeybee  was  the  primary  design  element  on 
coinage  of  Ephesus,  the  Ionian  city  that  was  a  center  of  worship  for  the  goddess. 

Thousands  of  years  later,  the  beehive,  a  symbol  of  industry  and  productivity,  frequently 
appeared  as  a  numismatic  theme  in  early  Utah.  An  1860  Mormon  gold  $5  coin,  for  example, 
features  a  Lion  of  Judah  on  the  obverse  and  an  eagle/beehive  motif  on  the  reverse.  A  hive 
surrounded  by  bees  on  1993  Slovenia  5  and  5,000  tolarjev  represents  the  Operosorum 
Labacensium  Academy,  founded  in  1693  by  scientists  who  identified  themselves  with  the  insect. 
Honeycombs  and  bees  are  found  on  1972-82  Malta  3  mils,  1986  San  Marino  5  scudi  and  1991 
Slovenia  1 0  lipe. 

A  1974  San  Marino  10  lire  points  to  the  bee’s  role  in  agriculture.  It  is  one  of  many 
coins  that  highlight  the  role  of  the  United  Nation’s  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  (FAO), 
founded  in  1945  to  improve  nutrition,  agricultural  productivity  and  rural  standards  of  living. 

A  bee  also  constitutes  the  main  design  element  on  1958-73  Norway  10  ore,  1993  Slovenia  50  stotinov  and 
1957  Italy  2  lire. 

A  vibrant  bee  and  sunflower  design  stands  out  on  a  colorful  Netherlands  50-guilder  note.  The 
striking  composition  was  selected  as  a  tribute  to  Dutch  artist  Vincent  Van  Gogh,  whose  works  include 
multiple  variations  on  the  sunflower  theme. 

Mixed  Bag  of  Bugs 

Efforts  to  conserve  some  of  the  world’s  most  fragile  wildlife  also  are  evident  on  coinage.  A  1990 
Bermuda  $2  is  part  of  a  series  of  silver,  crown-sized  coins  featuring  the  nation’s  flora  and  fauna.  The 
reverse  depicts  the  Bermuda  cicada,  once  very  common  but  since  the  devastation  of  its  host  plant,  the 
Bermuda  cedar,  survives  only  in  the  Nonsuch  Island  Nature  Reserve. 

Poland  chose  the  stage  beetle  for  its  1997  2-zlote  and  20-zlotych  coins.  San  Marino  opted  for 
another  beetle  on  its  1974  2  lire  and  issued  a  1986  2  scudi  featuring  a  spider  and  web,  part  of  an  “Insects  at 
Work”  series. 

You  might  expand  your  entomological  collection  beyond  coins  and  paper  money.  A  web,  symbol 
of  the  spider  and  his  labor,  is  depicted  on  a  1926-issued  stock  certificate  from  Islas  Del  Guadalquivir 
in  Southern  Spain.  If  you’re  a  fan  of  the  film  A  Bug’s  Life,  you  might  add  a  stock  certificate  from  Pixar 
Animation  Studios,  just  for  fun. 

Wondrous  Wings 

Moths  and  butterflies  flutter  on  wings  infinitely  more  intricate  than  the  security  paper  used  to  print 
bank  notes  and  stock  certificates.  A  1997  £2  note  from  Guernsey  shows  an  emperor  moth,  a  creature  so 
intriguing  that  Van  Gogh  sketched  and  painted  one  such  “beautiful  beast”  he  found  in  the  garden  of  the 
hospital  at  Saint-Remy.  continued  on  page  4 
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Love  Blooms 

(continued  from  page  2) 

the  foreground;  the  graceful  curves  of  the  swans’  necks  form  a  heart.  Below  are  inscribed 
ENDLESS  LOVE  and  a  date,  2006.  The  obverse  shows  the  national  coat  of  arms  and  the 
denomination,  10  DOLLARS. 

Last  year,  the  Republic  of  Cameroon  authorized  two  issues  with  a  “love”  theme: 
“Butterflies  (Papillons)  of  Love”  and  “Angels  (Ange)  of  Love.”  The  coins  were  struck  of  the 
same  specifications  as  the  Liberian  crown.  Total  mintage  for  each  design  was  limited  to  2.500. 
The  silver  crows  were  treated  with  a  holographic  tint  that  creates  amazing  color  variations  as 
the  coins  are  tilted  under  a  light  source.  The  shared  obverse  shows  Cameroon’s  coat  of  arms 
and  the  denomination,  1,000  FRANCS  CFA  (1,000  Central  African  Francs). 

All  these  issues  have  been  sold  out  from  the  mints  that  produced  them  for  some  time, 
but  with  a  little  bit  of  diligence,  they  can  be  found  online  in  the  secondary  market  for  less  than 
$100  each.  Any  one  of  these  pieces  would  make  a  great  gift  that  will  allow  you  to  share  our  love 
of  this  hobby  with  the  love  of  your  life. 

Don  Lewis,  The  Numismatist,  March  2011 


Catch  the  Collecting  Bug 

(continued  from  page  3) 


A  silk  moth,  silkworm  and  cocoon  are  captured  on  a  1931  stock  certificate  from  inustrie  De  La  Soie 
Calamata.  The  Kalamata  region  of  Greece  is  famous  for  its  silk  scarves,  althougth  perhaps  better-known  for  its 
olives. 

Jamaica  10-cent  pieces  of  1969  to  1983  illustrate  a  butterfly  on  a  flowering  plant,  while  its  1979  $10 
shows  a  swallowtail.  Other  swallowtails  are  depicted  on  2001 -dated  2-  and  20-zloty  pieces  from  Poland,  a  1976 
£10  from  Malta,  and  a  1999  5-yuan  coin  from  the  People’s  Republic  of  China.  In  1992  the  latter  released  a 
5-yuan  coin  showing  a  butterfly-shaped  kite.  A  graphium  iaeoides  is  detailed  on  Philippines  25  sentimos  of 
1983-94. 

The  familiar  monarch  butterfly  is  represented  on  a  1989  Bermuda  $1  and  1987  Mexico  100  pesos. 
Mexico  also  issued  a  2000-dated,  silver  5  pesos  that  symbolizes  man’s  responsibility  to  the  environment;  the 
monarch  butterfly  in  its  reverse  motif  is  formed  by  combining  a  macaw,  dove,  hummingbird,  fish,  periwinkle, 
palm  tree,  dolphins  and  water  -  held  by  a  pair  of  hands. 

It’s  not  surprising  that  butterflies  alight  on  paper  money  from  around  the  world.  Their  colorful  patterns 
are  not  only  beautiful  to  behold,  but  difficult  to  reproduce,  malting  them  perfect  anti-counterfeiting  devices. 
They  appear  on  1989  Zambia  5,  10  and  20  kwacha;  and  1979  Sri  Lanka  5  and  50  rupees.  Butterfly  motifs  on  a 
Malaysia  50-rinnggit  note  incorporate  see-through,  imprinted  security  windows. 

You  might  be  bug-eyed  to  learn  how  inexpensive  and  easy  it  is  to  explore  and  collect  world  coins, 
bank  notes  and  stock  certificates  depicting  insects.  They  can  help  you  explore  the  hobby  and  the  natural  world 
around  you. 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

2631  Westview  Lane  NW 

Rochester,  MN  55901 

email:  omahal  898@peoplepc.com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50 -add  $3.85 
up  to  $100  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 
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Hi.  Hope  you  are  all  well  and  continue  to  enjoy  our  hobby. 

Over  the  years  I  have  written  in  these  pages  that  it  always  helps  to  let 
people  know  what  you  collect.  I  believe  that  collectors  like  to  help  others  grow 
their  collections.  I  have  found  that  people  in  die  local  coin  clubs  to  which  I 
have  belonged  bring  me  love  tokens  or  other  coins  which  they  know  I  collect, 
sometimes  to  sell  them  to  me  direcdy,  other  times  to  put  them  in  club  auctions, 
to  trade,  and  occasionally  they  just  give  me  a  piece.  They  do  this  because  1  let 
them  know  what  I  collect  and  what  I’m  looking  for. 

I  would  like  to  make  it  easy  for  us  to  do  this  here  in  our  club.  If  you  are 
looking  for  particular  pieces,  let  me  know  (by  email,  phone,  or  US  mail)  and  I 
will  assemble  your  “wants”  and  have  them  printed  in  these  pages.  In  that  way, 
fellow  collectors  may  help  you. 

You  may  be  looking  for  particular  initials,  a  name,  a  saying,  a  date, 
a  piece  of  jewelry,  or  a  love  token  made  from  a  particular  coin  (such  as  the 
elusive  1844  Seated  dime). 

The  page  might  look  something  like  this:  (see  pg.  4) 

CLUB.  MEMBERS  ARE-XQDKING  FOR... 


SET  on  any  coin  (my  new  granddaughter’s  initials );  write  to  ei  'turnesCafuno.  com  or 
call  (843)  903-1223  and  1  will  return  your  call,  if  you  like  any  love  token  on  a  Peruvian 
coin;  call  (111)  111-1111.  The  date  January  26  in  any  form,  any  year;  urite  to  Jane 
Jones  111  Main  St,  Forest,  MD  22222 


I  hope  this  idea  has  some  appeal  and  that  you  will  consider  it. 
Keep  collecting.  I  hope  to  meet  you  some  time. 


PRESIDENT 
Ernie  Turnes 
3169  Bayhaven  Dr. 
Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579 
(843)903-1223 
evturnes@juno.com 


VICE  PRESIDENT 
Carole  Bastable 
5145  Admiral  Place 
Sarasota,  FL  34231 

chevybassdadOl  @verizon.net 


SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Sid  Gale 
P.0.  Box  2351 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

(225)664-0718 

sidgale@cox.net 


LOVE  LETTER  EDITOR 
Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)539-1831 
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$6,048.99 


Checkbook  Balance  March  28,  201 1 
Receipts 

Member  Dues  $162.50 
Total  Receipts  $162.50 


Subtotal  $6,211.49 
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Expenses  CK#  1555  Bob  Newhouse 
KSU  Copy  Center  $79.78 

Graphic  Design  $75.00 

Stamps  $88.00 

Misc  Postage  $5.26 

$248.04 

CK#  1556  Sid  gale  • 

Welcome  Package  -  USPS  $9.44 
Total  Expenses  $257.48 


c 

ro 

Checkbook  Balance  June  7,  2007 

$5,954.01 

If  “DUES  “appears  on 

c 

•  mmm 

The  amount  above  includes  $1418.00  Life  member  Dues 

your  address  label  your 

LL. 

and  $1132.50  from  book  sales 

annual  dues  ($12.50) 

are  due.  If  not  paid 

New  Members  2060 

Rex  Stark 

this  will  be  your  last 

2058  Cynthia  Krebsbach 

Gardner,  MA 

newsletter. 

Baco  Raton,  EL 

*  **  '  *  ■ 

2061 

Robert  Stoldal 

Secretary / Treasurer 

2059  John  Pylypec 

Las  Vegas,  NY 

Sid  Gale 

Odenyon,  MD 

A  Replica  of  a  $20  Love  Token 
Ernie  Turnes 

The  April  2010  issue  of  this  newsletter  carried  an  article  from  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist.  The  story  was  about  an  engraved  1 860  gold  $20  coin  that  had  stopped  a  bullet  at  the  Battle  of  Shiloh  and  saved 
the  life  of  Confederate  Lieutenant  George  E.  Dixon,  who  carried  it  in  his  pocket.  The  Double  Eagle  was  a  gift  from  his 
girlfriend.  He  had  the  bent  coin  engraved  SHILOH.  /APRIL  6th/ 1862  /  MY  LIFE  PRESERVER  /  G.E.D. 

In  1995  the  coin  was  found  in  the  raising  of  the  Confederate  submarine  C.S.S.H.L.  Hunley,  discovered  outside  the 
Charleston  (SC)  Harbor.  Lt.  Dixon  had  command  of  the  Hunley  when  it  sank. 

The  April  2010  LoveLetter  has  more  details  of  the  story. 

You  may  be  wondering  why  I’m  writing  about  an  article  that  appeared  a  year  ago.  The  answer  is  that  I  have  a  copy 
of  that  bent  $20  coin.  A  fellow  member  in  the  Myrtle  Beach  Coin  Club  put  it  in  our  club  auction  on  May  17.  The  opening 
bid  was  $1  and  I  won  it  at  $5.  The  piece,  also  bent,  is  very  well  done  and,  of  course,  has  “COPY”  inconspicuously  noted 
on  the  engraved  side. 

The  “coin”  raised  several  questions.  Who  made  it?  How  many  were  produced?  Why?  What  is  the  market  for  such  a 
piece?  (I  bought  it  because  it  is  a  replica  of  a  love  token  (my  first  replica)  and  it  was  found  just  two  hours  south  of  where  I 
live.) 

I  did  a  little  research  and  discovered  the  coin  on  the  “Friends  of  the  Hunley”  web  page.  It  is  but  one  of  several 
collectibles  sold  to  raise  money  for  the  restoration  of  the  sub  (the  first  to  ever  sink  an  enemy  war  ship).  It  costs  $10. 

This  one  may  qualify  as  the  most  unusual  piece  in  my  collection. 
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A  previous  Ask  Miss  Tove  Token  column  delved  into  picture 
symbols  used  on  love  tokens  and  their  meanings.  Clues  to  their  secrets 
messages  continue  to  evolve  based  on  multi-hobby  collecdng  of  both 
postcards  and  jewelry. 

Recendy  two  brooches  were  offered  for  sale  on  eBay  which  were  quite  interesting. 
Both  were  manufactured  in  Birmingham,  England  circa  1900  and  share  common  themes 
with  some  pictorial  love  tokens. 

One  has  a  typical  bird  in  flight  with 
a  heart  to  the  left  of  it.  Previously,  the  blue 
bird  was  reported  as  the  bird  of  happiness. 

An  early  1900s  postcard  identified  it  as 
such  and  the  bird  was  strikingly  similar  to 
this  one.  Surprisingly,  the  twist  with  this 
one  is  that  the  owner  states  it  is  a  swallow,  a  bird  that  mates  for  life  and  always  returns 
to  the  same  nest  The  heart  placed  with  the  bird  seems  to  support  this  view.  This  generic 
style  of  bird  is  one  of  the  more  common  themes  on  pictorial  love  tokens.  Some  are  even 
seen  delivering  an  envelope  in  their  beaks,  presumably  a 
love  letter. 

The  other  pin  is  a  little  more  compelling.  It  is  of 
clasped  hands,  a  little  less  common  theme  on  pictorial 
love  tokens.  Traditionally  the  joined  hands  represent  a 
union  or  marriage  and  can  also  be  seen  on  the  earlier 
Great  Britain  engraved  coins  from  the  late  sixteen 
hundreds  through  the  seventeen  hundreds. 


Some  early  1 900  postcards 
imply  a  temporary  parting  of 
two  people  with  the  joined  hands 
representing  an  everlasting  union. 
One  postcard  was  entitled  hands 
across  the  sea.  Men  leaving  for  war 
or  English  prisoners  being  shipped 
to  the  penal  colony  in  Australia 
would  fall  into  this  forced  parting/ 
union  category.  Perplexing  is  that  the 
pin  appears  to  have  either  a  parasol/ 
umbrella  or  cane  shaped  object 

continued  on  page  4 
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through  the  hands.  The  meaning  is  unclear  as  a  cane  could  mean  a  crutch  where  the 
umbrella  could  offer  a  shield  or  protection.  At  the  bottom  are  the  words  “TO  ME.” 

Words  like  friend,  shield,  or  crutch  could  all  work  with  the  words  “to  me.” 
The  hands  are  definitely  male  and  female  and  a  marriage  or  romantic  union  would 
be  likely.  All  three  words,  friend,  shield  (protection),  and  crutch  (depend  on)  would 
be  favorable  traits  in  a  partner.  “Hang”  on  to  me  or  “bond”  to  me  would  also  work 
and  may  even  indicate  a  marriage  proposal. 

These  themes  and  their  meanings  were  part  of  common  culture  at  the  time 
they  were  made.  The  same  designs  popped  up  again  and  again  in  jewelry,  postcards, 
and  love  tokens.  Through  research  and  a  little  common  deduction,  history  and 
meanings  can  be  patched  back  together  again. 

Sincerely, 

Miss  love  token 

P.S.:  What  secrets  can  you  tell  us  about  love  tokens  in  your  collection? 


CLUB  MEMBER  LOOKING  FOR... 

Member  looking  to  purchase  any  love  tokens  or  engraving  on  a  Columbian  Ex¬ 
position  Half  Dollar  host  coin.  Contact  Russ  Frank  106  Waldenbrook  Ct,  Cary, 
NC.  27513-1701  rcfrank@nc.rr.com  919-475-6570 
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Seller:  David  Jerdes  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester  MN  55901 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 


5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

2631  Westview  Lane  NW 

Rochester,  MN  55901 

email:  omaha  1 898@peoplepc.com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

uptoS  50 -add  $3.85 
up  to  $100  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


August  201 1 
No.  256 


INSIDE 

pg.  2  -  Financial  Report  & 
Replica  of  $20  Coin 

pg.  3  -  One  Thing  Leads  to 
Anotner 

pg.  4  *  One  Thing  Leads  to 
Another  continued, 
Looking  for... 
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PREDICTING  AUCTION  RESULTS 

Ernie  Turtles 


I  think  that  many  people  would  agree  that  final  auction  prices  are  hard 
to  predict  and  then  often  harder  to  understand. 

I’ve  been  searching  for  love  tokens  with  family  names  and  initials  for 
some  time  and  I’ve  had  a  fair  amount  of  success  (51  different  names  and  initials 
in  my  collection,  plus  duplicates).  But  a  few  have  been  difficult  to  find  and  then 
purchase.  When  they  show  up  on  eBay  the  “hammer”  prices  are  often  much 
higher  than  I  would  expect.. .and,  therefore,  higher  than  I  bid. 

But  recently,  on  the  same  day,  I  won  two  of  these  searched-for  love 
tokens  on  eBay.  The  first  has  my  paternal  grandfather’s  initials.  The  coin  is  an 
1 877  dime  with  WHT  nicely  engraved,  with  the  letters  placed  over  one  another. 
The  size  and  boldness  of  uie  letters  put  them  in  die  right  order.  I've  seen 
other  coins  with  these  three  initials  on  eBay  and  have  bid  on  them,  but  other 
collectors  have  bid  much  higher. 

This  time  would  be  different.  I  saw  the  1 877  dime  when  it  was  first 
listed  and  bid  generously  at  that  time.  Each  day  I  checked  on  it  and  saw  that  I 
was  the  only  bidder.  I  figured  the  other  WHT  searchers  would  wait  and  bid  at 
the  end.  On  the  final  auction  day  I  watched  as  the  seconds  tick  off  at  the  end  of 
the  bidding  time.  I  was  surprised  that  I  was  the  lone  bidder.  Where  were  those 
other  people  who,  before,  wanted  these  letters?  Or  was  this  piece  too  plain? 

(It  has  no  border  and  no  background  decoration,  just  three  easy-to-decipher 
letters.) 

The  second  love  token  was  pretty  much  the  same  story,  this  time  with 
my  Great  Uncle/Godfather’s  first  name  (ARTHUR)  on  an  1887  dime.  Like 
WHT,  it  was  not  elaborately  engraved.  I  won  it  in  the  same  fashion.  Even 
though  names  are  more  popular  than  initials,  no  one  else  seemed  interested  in 
the  name  Arthur  this  time. 

Of  course,  being  the  only  bidder  means  that  in  these  two  cases  I  got 
each  piece  at  its  minimum  price. 

Auctions  prices  are  hard  to  figure. 


PRESIDENT  VICE  PRESIDENT 

Ernie  Turnes  Carole  Bastable 

3169  Bayhaven  Dr.  5145  Admiral  Place 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579  Sarasota,  FL  3423 1 
(843)903-1223 


SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Sid  Gale 
P.O.Box  2351 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 
(225)  664-0718 


evturnes@juno.com  chevybassdad01@verizon.net  sidgale@cox.net 


LOVE  LETTER  EDITOR 
Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 


Ask  Miss  Love  Token 

MISSLOVETOKEN@ 
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General  Funds 


Checkbook  Balance  June  7,  2007  $5,954.01 

Receipts 

Member  Dues  $237.50 
Total  Receipts  $237.50 

Subtotal  $6,191.51 

Expenses 

CK1557  Bob  Newhouse 

KSU  Copy  Center  $66.82 
Graphic  Design  $75.00 
Stamps  $88.00 

Misc  Postage  $  2.38 
Total  Expenses  $232.20 

Checkbook  Balance  $5,959.31 


The  amount  above  includes  $1418.00  Life  member  Dues 
and  $1 132.50  from  book  sales 


Secretary/ Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Welcome  New  Members: 

2062  Ann  Torseth 
St  Paul,  MN 

2063  John  P.  Crane 
Carson  City,  NY 


DESPAllAELY  NEEDED!! 

A  VOLUNTEER  TO  UPDATE  AND 
MAINTAIN  OUR  WEBSITE. 

CONTACT  SID  GALE 


WHAT  ARE  YOU  COLLECTING?  Ernie  Turnes 

The  newspaper,  Numismatic  News ,  posts  a  question  each  week  and  asks  for  readers  to  respond.  I  would 
like  to  pose  a  question  regarding  our  hobby  and  ask  that  you  answer,  sending  the  information  to  me  (email  and 
US  mail  addresses  on  the  cover). 

The  question  is:  What  love  tokens  do  you  search  for?  Do  you  look  for  family  initials  only?  Only  picto¬ 
rials?  Just  names?  Only  on  quarters?  Only  gold?  Are  you  completing  a  set?  Do  you  buy  anything  that  you  like? 
Or  any  of  a  number  of  other  responses. 

Let  us  know  and  we’ll  print  what  you  send  us  (without  your  name  if  you  wish).  Thanks. 


WHAT’S  GOING  ON? 

The  “Coin  Clinic”  column  in  the  July  12,  2011  issue  of  Numismatic  News  had  this  question:  “I  have  an  1877 
quarter  in  my  collection  that  has  a  normal  obverse,  but  the  reverse  only  has  an  engraved  monogram.  What’s 
going  on?”  Columnist,  Alan  Herbert,  in  his  response,  wrote:  “You  are  a  prime  candidate  for  the  Love  Token 
Collectors  Club,  an  active  group  of  hobbyists.  These  were  popular  forms  of  lovers’  tokens  back  in  the  1800s 
and  were  avidly  collected.  Value  depends  in  part  on  the  ‘host’  coin  and  the  quality  and  amount  of  the  engrav¬ 
ing.  Sect.  331,  Title  18  enacted  in  1909  makes  it  legal.”  While  the  answer  may  not  be  entirely  correct,  it  is  nice 
to  see  the  Love  Token  Society  and  our  hobby  noted  in  the  mainstream  numismatic  media. 

(Question  and  answer  printed  with  permission  of  Numismatic  News.) 
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“One  thing  Leads  to  Another”  or 
Why  I  collect  Love  Tokens  on  Columbian 
Exposition  Half  Dollars 
by  Russ  Frank 

I  grew  up  with  an  interest  in  American 
history  and  collecting  through  the  influence  of 
my  parents.  They  took  me  on  my  first  trip  to 
Gettysburg,  PA  and  I  attended  my  first  antique 
auction  as  a  7  year  old.  I  vividly  remember  both 
experiences.  Growing  up  in  northwest  Indiana, 
we  made  many  a  trip  to  the  museums  in  Chicago, 
the  Henry  Ford  Museum  and  Greenfield  Village 
in  Dearborn,  MI,  and  out  west  to  see  the  various 
historical  sites  connected  with  the  westward 
setdement  of  the  country.  I  have  a  great  love 
for  this  country  and  a  fascination  with  anything 
historical  associated  with  it.  That  is  how  I  got  the 
collecting  bug.  I  guess  I  felt  a  greater  connection 
to  the  country’s  history  by  owning  something 
specifically  from  that  time  period  or  event.  It  was 
the  link  for  me.  I  can  still  recall  the  time  I  bought 
my  first  antique  as  a  teenager  when  I  paid  $20 
for  a  pair  of  Model  T  kerosene  cowl  lights.  I  still 
have  them  to  this  day.  However,  enough  of  this 
reminiscing.  A  number  of  you  want  to  know  why  I 
specialize  in  love  tokens  on  Columbian  Exposition 
Half  Dollars. 

That  facet  of  my  collecting  interest  started 
when  I  was  in  college  taking  a  second  term 
American  History  class.  I  was  a  chemistry  major 
who  loved  history  classes  ever}7  bit  as  much  as 
chemistry.  As  you  might  remember,  term  paper 
assignments  were  a  big  part  of  any  history  class. 
This  fact  always  made  them  attractive  to  the  vast 
majority  of  the  student  body.  Ha!  Those  who 
did  take  the  plunge  ended  up  sweating  over  their 
term  paper  assignments.  Most  people  wrote  about 
fairly  mundane  topics  such  as  the  conspiracy  with 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln,  WWI  or  FDR’s  new 
deal,  etc.  I  guess  I  was  always  the  type  who  loved 
the  research  part  (remember  those  3x5  note  cards) 
of  the  paper  as  much  as  writing  the  paper  itself.  I 
always  liked  the  challenge  to  research  and  study 
something  that  was  a  little  more  obscure.  For  one 
of  those  papers,  I  chose  to  write  on  the  Columbian 
Exposition:  Chicago  World’s  Fair  of  1893.  One 


might  ask  why?  Well,  you  see,  just  about 
every  textbook  history  of  America  at  the 
later  part  of  the  19th  century  mentions 
the  Fair.  For  many  historians,  it  was  a 
distinct  moment  in  time  when  America 
first  came  of  age.  Prior  to  that,  we  were 
a  very  young  country  known  for  our 
industrial  prowess.  However,  the  Fair 
marked  the  turning  point  or  culmination 
of  America  being  recognized  by  the 
global  community  as  a  leader  in  culture 
as  well  as  in  the  arts. 

That  paper  initiated  my 
collecting  interest  in  the  Columbian 
Exposition.  After  I  finished  college,  I 
started  attending  antique  shows,  sales, 
auctions  and  flea  markets  looking  for 
souvenirs  and  memorabilia  from  the 
Fair.  I  started  out  collecting  three  of 
the  more  common  items;  tickets,  books 
and  paper  advertising  ephemera.  Of 
the  three,  I  still  have  my  books,  because 
I  enjoy  referring  back  to  them  as  I 
continue  to  research  the  fair.  In  those 
earlv  years,  I  even  managed  to  pick  up 
a  couple  of  examples  of  uncirculated  Columbian 
Exposition  Commemorative  half  dollars.  That 
turned  out  to  be  connection  to  my  childhood 
days  of  coin  collecting  and  desire  to  put  together 
competitive  educational  exhibits  for  my  local  coin 
club.  As  you  have  figured  out  by  now,  I  don’t 
like  collecting  the  mundane.  I  like  the  challenge 
of  collecting  things  that  are  unique  or  somewhat 
rare  (not  necessarily  expensive).  Perhaps  I  am 
inspired  by  Robert  Frost’s  poem,  “The  Road  Less 
Traveled”. 

I  would  therefore  not  be  satisfied  collecting 
something  as  “common”  as  the  Columbian 
exposition  half  dollar.  There  were  a  total  of 
2.5  MM  pieces  minted  during  the  years  of  1892 
and  1893.  They  were  so  common  at  the  time, 
that  many  of  them  were  released  directly  into 
circulation.  But  then  I  discovered  something 
relatively  unique  about  the  half  dollar.  As  I  went 
to  a  few  coin  shows  and  I  corresponded  with  other 
collectors,  I  began  to  take  note  of  various  items 

continued  on  page  4 
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made  from  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollars  or  connected  with  the 
marketing  of  it.  This  included  paper  ephemera,  original  holders  used 
to  distribute  the  coins,  pieces  of  jewelry,  cut  out  coins,  box  coins, 
pocket  watch  fobs,  pop  out  coins  and  engraved  half  dollars  or  love 
tokens.  I  found  that  although  millions  were  minted,  a  relative  handful 
became  these  unique  works  of  art  or  testimonies  to  their  owners. 

My  first  love  token  acquisition  had  engraved  in  the  field  around 
Columbus’  head  “Emily  from  Ed  Jan.  1  /  Pi”  in  ornate  script  on  an  1 892 
Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar.  Who  was  this  Ed  who  wanted 
to  remember  his  beloved  Emily  on  this  special  date?  I  then  began 
to  realize  the  stories  that  these  pieces  could  tell.  Like  anyone  with  a 
collecting  bug,  I  also  found  I  couldn’t  stop  with  just  one  example.  As 
I  began  my  search  in  earnest,  I  ran  across  many  types  and  varieties  of 
love  tokens.  I  soon  found  that  less  common  were  love  tokens  made 
from  Columbian  half  dollars.  I  liked  that.  If  I  couldn’t  get  examples 
of  ever}7  type  and  variety  of  love  token,  I  would  be  satisfied  in  focusing 
my  attention  by  specializing  in  only  those  tokens  made  from  Columbian 
Half  dollars.  The  fun  was  the  hunt  itself  and  then  the  finding  of  that 
one  special  piece. 

After  obtaining  my  first  example  about  20  years  ago,  I  slowly 
began  to  add  others  to  my  collection.  These  included  several  with 
engraved  initials  or  messages  in  the  fields  or  actual  design  of  the  coin. 

I  also  found  pieces  where  one  side  of  the  coin  was  planed  smooth  and 
elaborately  engraved  with  initials,  engraved  with  ciphers  (two  or  three 
initials  superimposed  upon  one  another),  those  with  cut  out  ciphers  attached  to  the  coin,  examples  with 
colorful  enameling,  and  finally  those  with  engraved  messages  or  names.  It  was  these  exceedingly  rare  later 
types  that  I  have  to  thank  love  token  dealer  Linda  Amey  for.  She  opened  my  eyes  to  the  history  that  could 
come  from  researching  these  pieces.  I  was  able  to  take  a  name,  a  place  and  a  date  to  connect  the  piece  to  a 
specific  point  in  history.  It  also  left  me  with  those  “what  else?”  unanswered  questions  for  future  research. 
The  research  brought  me  full  circle  back  to  those  college  days  researching  topics  for  my  term  papers. 

So  you  see,  an  early  love  for  American  history,  a  childhood  hobby  of  coin  collecting,  a  college 
term  paper  on  the  Columbian  Exposition,  collecting  Columbian  Exposition  memorabilia,  a  purchase  of  a 
Columbian  Exposition  Half  dollar,  attending  coin  shows  and  talking  to  other  collectors,  collecting  items 
made  from  Columbian  half  dollars  finally  led  to  my  specialty  of  collecting  love  tokens  on  Columbian  Halves. 
One  thing  truly  does  lead  to  another. 

In  a  future  issue  of  the  Love  Letter,  I  will  write  about  what  I  have  found  in  my  research  on  several 
pieces  from  my  collection  as  well  as  what  I  consider  to  be  the  current  (ultimate  love  token)  from  my 
collection. 

LOOKING  FOR... 


The  last  issue  of  the  LoveLetter  offered  members  the  opportunity  to  let  other  collectors  know  of  love  tokens 
that  they  need  or  want.  We  received  these  two  responses: 

*  any  coin  with  KDI,  KI  or  K;  call  Bob  Irving  at  (609)  465-0479 

*  love  tokens  on  the  following  coins:  St.  Gaudens  $20;  any  silver  or  gold  U.S.  commemorative 
coin  except  for  the  Columbian  Half;  any  U.S.  private  gold  coins,  contact  Tom  Casper  at  (414)  425-5444  or 
tcasper57@hotmail.com 
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Treasure  of  Pleasure 


by  Michael  Rice 


U 

I 

h 


Did  you  ever  discover  an  old  coin  thrust  deep 
in  your  gandmother’s  button  box,  or  little 
basket  of  curios,  with  the  venerable  Widow 
of  Windsor,  Queen  Victoria,  on  one  side, 
and  surpisingly,  an  intricately  engraved  set  of 
initials  on  the  other? 

What  you,ve  found  is  a  long-ago 
expresion  of  one  person’s  feelings  for  another  - 
a  love  token. 

This  custom  of  creating  unique  examples  of  soc^  history 

on  coin  of  the  realm  probaby  originated  in  Eng-  land  arouncl  the  time 

of  William  and  Mary  in  the  late  1600s,  flourished  through  the  last  century, 

and  faded  with  the  First  World  War  and  the  onslaught  of  preprinted  sentimental  greeting  cards. 

The  stories  these  tokens  could  tell!  Records  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  happy  occasions 
and  sad,  allegiance,  snippets  of  scripture  and  frequently,  the  pledge  of  love  on  Valentine’s  Day, 
appear  on  a  variety  of  coins,  from  the  humble  silver  fivce-cent  piece  to  the  Yankee  double  edge. 

Girls  collected  them  like  fraternity  pins  -  one  from  each  swain.  Mothers  wore  bracelets 
of  tokens,  each  with  the  name  of  a  family  member,  while  many  tokens  were  simpley  carried  as 
lucky  pocket  pieces. 


“The  gift  of  my  father,  W.  Jointer,  being  the  only  penny  he  earned  on  the  day  of  my 
birth,  August  24,  1 852,  ”  reads  one. 

‘i\dy  heart  is  true  T ho’  far  from  You,  ” proclaims  another. 

A  third  has  a  memory  on  each  side:  “ Swallowed  April  1 8  at  6 p.m.  ”  and  “Recovered 
A,p;ril  20,  1889.” 

A  coin  collector  might  be  aghast  at  the  damage  done  to  an  otherwise  valuable  sixpence 
or  silver  dime.  The  coins  were  pierced  with  holes,  had  pins  mounted  on  the  back  to  make 
brooches,  or  had  loops  soldered  on  for  necklaces  or  watch  fobs. 

Such  a  find  is  a  treasure  to  someone  who  sees  beyond  the  coin  and  pictures  painstakingly 
carved,  maybe  by  candlelight,  on  what  might  well  have  been  a  day’s  wages. 

The  oldest  piece  I  have  is  a  halfpenny  of  William  the  Third  from  about  1695.  The 
engraving  is  quite  faint,  but  interestingly  the  edges  have  been  bent  in  opposite  directions.  This 
was  carried  in  a  pocket  or  purse  with  other  changes,  and  the  bending  served  to  idendly  it  so  it 
wouldn’t  be  spent. 

It’s  difficult  to  put  a  price  on  love.  Many  tokens  come  on  the  market  as  junk  silver,  sold 
by  persons  lacking  in  sentiment,  perhaps  without  ties  to  their  family  history,  or  simply  not  aware 
of  the  story  behind  a  piece. 

I  can  only  guess  at  the  stories,  but  with  imagination.  I’ll  view  my  little  collection  with 
pleasure  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Michael  Rice  is  a  coin  collector  and  hobby-magazine  miter,  Times-Colonist,  Teb.  14,  1984 
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Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 


5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

2631  Westview  Lane  NW 

Rochester,  MN  55901 

email:  omaha1898@peoplepc.com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $150  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 
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Hello  to  all. 

I  hope  that  your  summer  was  a  good  one.  If  you  are  like 
many  in  our  hobby,  your  collecting  may  have  slowed  down  some  in 
the  warmer  months.  Perhaps  now  the  collecting  interest  will  rise  as 
temperatures  fall. 

Not  much  new  to  report  from  here  in  South  Carolina.  1 
continue  to  search  for  those  family  names  and  initials  previously 
reported  in  these  pages,  with  some  success.  And  I  always  look  for 
an  opportunity  to  tell  people  about  love  tokens. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  it  was  nice  to  see  some  of  our 
members  report  on  pieces  that  they  are  looking  for  and  their 
specific  collecting  interest.  We  won’t  bring  this  subject  up  in  every 
issue  of  the  Love  Letter,  but  if  you  think  that  members  can  help  in 
your  search,  let  me  know  so  we  can  publish  your  needs  (one  of  the 
advantages  of  being  in  LTS). 

In  that  same  vein,  the  club  is  a  good  way  to  sell  items  that 
you  no  longer  want  to  keep.  Again,  just  let  me  or  Bob  Newhouse 
know. 


I  hope  that  you  are  successful  in  your  searches. 

Ernie  Turtles 


PRESIDENT  VICE  PRESIDENT 

Ernie  Turnes  Carole  Bastable 

3169  Bayhaven  Dr.  5145  Admiral  Place 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579  Sarasota,  FL  34231 
(843)903-1223 

evturnes@juno.com  chevy  bassdadOl  @verizon.net 


President 


SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Sid  Gale 
P.O.  Box  2351 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

(225)664-0718 

sidgale@cox.net 


LOVE  LETTER  EDITOR 
Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 


Ask  Miss  Love  Token 

MISSL0VET0KEN@ 

VERIZON.NET 
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Checkbook  Balance  August  3,  2011 

Receipts 

Member  Dues  $150.00 
Donation  -  Love  Token  Sale  $  22.00 
Total  Receipts  $172.00 

Subtotal 

Expenses  CK#  1558  Bob  Newhouse 


KSU  Copy  Center 

$98.78 

Graphic  Design 

$75.00 

Postage 

$88.00 

Misc  Postage 

$  5.28 

$267.06 

CK#  1559  USPS  (postage) 

$12.76 

CK#  1560  Sid  Gale  (Invoices)$  17.66 

$297.48 

$5,959.31 


$6,131.31 


Checkbook  Balance  October  3, 2011  $5,833.83 

The  amount  above  includes  $1418.00  Life  member  Dues 
and  $1132.50  from  book  sales 


Welcome  New  Members: 
2064  Wendy  J.  Guler 
Rockford,  IL 


Secretary/  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


What  are  you  collecting? 

Barbara  Pierson: 

Anything  that  I  find  interesting  and  is  priced  reasonably. 


LOOKING  FOR... 

Any  Love  Token  with  the  initials  “JCP.”  Phone  Barbara  Pierson  402-273-2049  or  email  me  at 

■'liras  rn  <  >  m  b  b  p  ( be  11  s  o  u  th .  n  e  t 


Recently  a  friend  mentioned  to  me  he  was  looking  for  a  $3.00  Gold  coin  that  he  needed 
to  complete  a  gold  type  set.  I  told  him  that  1  didn’t  collect  regular  coins  anymore  —  just  love 
tokens.  I  then  explained  what  love  tokens  were.  He  had  never  heard  of,  or  seen  a  love  token. 

A  week  or  so  later  I  received  a  letter  in  the  mail  with  a  love  token  enclosed.  John  saw  it  on  a 
dealers  table  while  searching  for  the  $3.00  to  complete  his  collection. 

Needless  to  say  it  is  unusual.  First,  it  is  on  a  1934  Washington  quarter.  There  are  no  holes  or 
solder  marks  indicating  it  should  be  worn  as  jewelry.  The  engraved  side  appears  to  be  well  worn 
and  lightly  engraved.  The  message  beckons  one  to  wonder  what  it  means. 

“To  a  beautiful  Brun  Hilda  from  a  devoted  Siegfried” 

Initially  I  looked  on  the  internet  and  didn’t  have  much  success.  As  luck  would  have  it  I 
visited  South  Coast  Antiques  and  Gallery  in  Ocean  Springs  MS  (wonderful  shop)  that  was  filled 
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with  exonumia.  I  told  one  of  the  owners,  Michael  Moses,  about  the  love  token  and  he  knew 
immediately  that  the  inscription  was  inspired  by  an  opera  written  by  Richard  Wagner.  Here  is  a 
brief  look  at  the  story  as  I  paraphrased  it  from:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siegfried_(opera) 


Siegfried  is  the  third  of  the  four  operas  that  comprise  Der  King  des  Nigelungen  ( The  Ring  of  the 
Nihelung),  by  Richard  Wagner.  It  received  its  premiere  at  the  Bayreuth  Festspielhaus  on  16  August  1876,  as 
part  of  the  first  complete  performance  of  The  Ring.  This  part  of  the  opera  is  primarily  inspired  by  the  story 
of  the  legendary  hero  Sigurd  in  Norse  mythology. 

Act  1 

Mime,  is  forging  a  blade  in  his  cave  within  the  forest.  He  is  plotting  to  obtain  the  Ring  for  himself, 
having  raised  Siegfried  to  kill  Fafner  (Dragon)  for  him.  He  needs  a  sword  for  Siegfried  to  use,  but  the  youth 
has  broken  every  blade  he  has  made.  In  the  meantime,  Siegfried  wants  to  know  his  parentage.  Mime  is 
forced  to  explain  how  he  took  in  Siegfried’s  mother,  Sieglinde,  who  died  giving  birth.  He  shows  Siegfried 
the  broken  pieces  of  sword  which  he  obtained  from  her,  and  Siegfried  orders  him  to  reforge  it,  which  he 
cannot  do  because  the  metal  will  not  yield  to  his  best  techniques. 

Mime  subsequently  meets  an  old  man  named  Wanderer  who  tells  him  that  only  “he  who  does  not 
know  fear”  can  reforge  the  sword.  Mime  realizes  that  Siegfried  is  “the  one  who  does  not  know  fear”  and 
that  unless  he  can  instill  fear  in  him,  Siegfried  will  kill  him  in  accordance  with  the  Wanderer’s  prediction.  He 
tells  Siegfried  that  fear  is  an  essential  craft;  Siegfried  is  eager  to  learn  it,  and  Mime  promises  to  teach  him 
by  bringing  him  to  Fafner  the  dragon.  Siegfried  decides  that  he  will  forge  the  sword  himself.  He  succeeds 
by  shredding  the  metal,  melting  it,  and  casting  it  anew.  After  he  finishes  forging  the  sword,  Siegfried 
demonstrates  its  strength  by  chopping  the  anvil  in  half  with  it. 


continued  on  page  4 
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Act  2 
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At  daybreak  as  Siegfried  waits  for  the  dragon  to  appear,  he  notices  a  woodbird  in  a  tree. 
Befriending  it,  he  attempts  to  mimic  the  bird’s  song  using  a  reed  pipe,  but  is  unsuccessful.  He 
then  plays  a  tune  on  his  horn,  which  brings  the  dragon  out  of  his  cave.  After  a  short  exchange, 
they  fight,  and  Siegfried  stabs  the  dragon  in  the  heart  with  the  sword. 

The  woodbird  now  sings  of  a  woman  sleeping  on  a  rock  surrounded  by  magic  fire.  Siegfried, 
wondering  if  he  can  learn  fear  from  this  woman,  heads  toward  the  mountain 
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Act  3 

The  Wanderer  appears  on  the  path  to  Brunnhilde’s  rock  and  summons  Erda,  the  earth 
goddess.  Wanderer  informs  her  that  he  no  longer  fears  the  end  of  the  gods;  indeed,  it  is  his 
desire.  His  heritage  will  be  left  to  Siegfried  the  Walsung,  and  their  child  (Erda’s  and  Wanderer’s), 
Briinnhilde,  will  “work  the  deed  that  redeems  the  World.”  Siegfried  arrives,  and  the  Wanderer 
questions  the  youth.  Siegfried,  answers  insolently  and  starts  down  the  path  towards  Brunnhilde’s 
rock.  The  Wanderer  blocks  his  path,  but  Siegfried  breaks  Wanderer’s  spear  with  a  blow  from  his 
sword. 

Siegfried  enters  the  ring  of  fire,  emerging  on  Brunnhilde’s  rock.  At  first,  he  thinks  the 
armored  figure  is  a  man.  However,  when  he  removes  the  armor,  he  finds  a  woman  beneath.  At 
the  sight  of  the  first  woman  he  has  ever  seen,  Siegfried  at  last  experiences  fear.  In  desperation,  he 
kisses  Briinnhilde,  waking  her  from  her  magic  sleep.  Hesitant  at  first,  Briinnhilde  is  won  over  by 
Siegfried’s  love,  and  renounces  the  world  of  the  gods.  Together,  they  hail  “light-bringing  love,  and 
laughing  death.” 


Source  Commentary  or  Summary. 

Siegfried  begins  fearless,  and  expresses  his  wish  to  learn  fear  to  his  foster  father  Mime,  who 
says  the  wise  learn  fear  quickly,  but  the  stupid  find  it  more  difficult.  In  a  letter  to  his  friend  Theodor  Uhlig, 
Wagner  recounts  The  Story  of  the  Youth  Who  Went  Forth  to  Team  What  Fear  Was,  about  a  boy  so  stupid  he  could 
not  discover  what  fear  was — and  points  out  that  the  youth  and  Siegfried  are  the  same  character.  Although 
Wagner  did  not  include  the  connection,  the  boy  is  taught  fear  by  his  wife,  as  Siegfried  learns  it  when  he 
discovers  the  sleeping  Briinnhilde. 

With  that  background,  what  do  you  think  “To  a  beautiful  Brun  Hilda  from  a  devoted  Siegfried” 
means?  How  do  you  interpret  the  engraved  message? 

Sid  Gale 


LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBITING 

Ernie  Turnes 

There  were  two  winners  who  entered  love  token  exhibits  in  this  year’s  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money, 
held  in  August  in  Chicago.  In  the  Engraved  Coins  category  (sponsored  by  the  Love  Token  Society),  first 
place  went  to  Simcha  Kuritzky  for  “Engraved  Coins  of  the  Ba’al  Shem  Tov  Amulet.”  LTS  member  Judy 
Schwan  took  second  place  honors  with  “Exotic  Gold  Dollar  Love  Tokens.” 

Congratulations  to  both. 

As  a  reminder,  any  LTS  member  who  exhibits  in  a  local,  regional,  or  national  show  has  their  dues 
waived  for  the  following  year. 


Oct.  2011  pg.  4 


By  Russ  Frank 

As  I  mentioned  in  a  previous  article,  I 
specialize  in  collecting  love  tokens  on  Columbian 
Exposition  half  dollar  host  coins.  When  I  first 
started  collecting,  I  bought  any  and  every  example 
I  could  find.  I  was  always  thrilled  with  any  new 
acquisition  for  my  collection.  The 
first  ones  I  found  were  examples 
with  an  engraved  date,  the  first 
names  of  old  friends  or  lovers, 
small  initials  and  the  ever  popular 
“Grandmother”  in  the  field  of 
the  coin.  I  then  started  to  find 
examples  with  a  totally  planed 
surface  with  much  larger  and  more 
elaborate  engraved  monograms 
or  ciphers  (monograms  with  two 
or  three  interlocking  initials)  or 
designs  (like  a  coat  of  arms  or  a  link  chain  with 
dates).  Eventually  I  was  able  to  obtain  examples  that 
might  have  included  a  date,  a  name  or  even  a  place. 

A  chance  meeting  and  purchase  of  some  love  tokens 
from  Linda  Amey  about  a  year  ago  got  me  started 
on  the  idea  of  actually  doing  some  detective  work 
on  a  few  of  the  love  tokens  in  my  collection.  This 
is  just  about  impossible  to  do  for  most  love  tokens 
since  they  offer  few  clues  to  their  past.  However,  if 
you  could  find  one  with  a  complete  name,  a  place, 
an  organization’s  name  and  a  date,  etc.  the  possibility 
exists  that  after  a  little  research  you  can  find  out  more 
about  the  history  of  the  love  token  and  its  origins. 

This  is  a  story  about  one  such  love  token.  I 
can’t  remember  exactly  when  I  purchased  this  piece, 
but  I  know  that  I  bought  it  on  eBay  more  than  five 
years  ago.  I  also  remember  that  a  similar  one  showed 
up  several  months  later,  but  I  was  not  the  successful 
bidder  for  it.  At  the  time  I  bought  it,  I  thought  it 
was  an  interesting  piece  because  it  had  the  name  of 
a  place  on  it  (the  first  such  example  I  had  ever  had 
the  opportunity  to  purchase).  It  also  had  a  date 
and  the  name  of  a  person.  It  was  engraved  with 
‘"VALENCIA  B.C.”  in  large  block  letters,  the  name 
“J.L.  Hollender”  in  script  and  the  years  “92-93”.  See 
the  photo.  At  the  time  I  purchased  it,  I  assumed 
that  Valencia  was  a  city  or  town  in  British  Columbia, 
Canada.  For  years  that  was  my  assumption  as  it 
quiedy  sat  in  my  collection. 
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Because  of  the  unique 
provenance  of  some  of  the  pieces  I 
purchased  from  Linda,  I  was  challenged 
to  begin  doing  some  detecdve  work  on 
several  unattributed  pieces  from  my 
collecdon.  I  started  with  this  piece  by 

doing  a  quick  search  on  the 
web  for  anything  I  could 
find  about  it.  I  thought 
this  would  be  an  easy  one 
since  it  had  so  many  clues 
on  it.  However,  I  soon 
discovered  that  there  was 
I  no  such  place  as  Valencia, 

Bridsh  Columbia.  Wow, 
that  was  a  surprise  to 
me. 

My  assumption  had  been 
wrong  all  these  years.  Although  I  did 
find  a  number  of  places  called  Valencia, 

I  couldn’t  make  any  connection  with  the 
B.C.  I  then  decided  to  do  a  search  for  *-» 

Valencia  B.C.  with  the  dates  1 892  and 
1893  on  the  New  York  Times  historical 
newspaper  database.  Success!!  I  got  a 
hit  on  a  newspaper  article  that  contained 
the  words  Valencia  and  letters  B.C.  This  really  got 
my  heart  racing.  However,  it  wasn’t  readily  apparent 
what  tiie  B.C.  stood  for  until  I  realized  the  article  was 
about  some  boat  race  results.  The  B.C.  stood  for  boat 
club,  the  “Valencia  Boat  Club.”  A  little  more  reading 
and  I  soon  discovered  that  the  Valencia  boat  club  was 
located  along  the  Hudson  River  in  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey.  Armed  with  this  new  revelation,  I  was  able 
to  piece  together  a  little  bit  about  the  history  of  the 
Valencia  Boat  Club  and  other  boat  clubs  along  the 
Hudson  River. 

The  Valencia  Boat  Club  of  Hoboken  was 
organized  on  October  6,  1874  as  a  social  club,  but 
was  reorganized  as  a  boat  club  within  a  short  time 
afterward.  It  eventually  became  one  of  the  leading 
clubs  along  the  Hudson  River.  The  Valencias,  as  their 
members  were  known  were  noted  for  their  social 
gatherings  as  well  as  their  rowing  prowess.  In  1893, 
the  club  had  125  members  and  was  the  largest  along 
the  river.  The  floating  boat  house  was  85  feet  long, 

35  feet  wide  and  three  stories  high.  The  first  floor 
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contained  all  the  boats.  The  second  floor  contained 
the  lockers  and  bathrooms,  the  buffet,  meeting  and 
card  rooms.  And  the  third  floor  was  used  for  sleeping 
rooms  and  storage.  A  wide  balcony  around  the 
front  and  side  was  very  popular  among  members  as 
a  lounging  place  on  a  pleasant  summer  evening.  The 
endre  house  was  furnished  in  hardwood  with  bay 
windows  and  ornamental  woodwork  making  it  the 
most  attractive  house  on  the  river.  The  house  was 
situated  on  Hudson  Square  Park  Basin  (north  of  4th 
street  and  south  of  pier  5),  which  is  owned  by  the  city, 
and  reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  local  boat 
clubs.  The  various  boat  clubs  would  race  one  another 
and  the  spectators  would  watch  from  a  large  barge  in 
the  middle  of  the  river.  It  was  a  nice  early  form  of 
sporting  entertainment.  I  think  the  boat  races  were 
an  elaborate  front  for  a  variety  of  social  gatherings 
such  as  picnics,  banquets,  card  games,  etc. 

Following  is  an  interesting  story  I  found  in  a 
1902  newspaper  about  a  couple  of  members  of  the 
Valencia  Boat  Club: 

“On  the  night  of  June  30,  1900,  there  raged  that 
terrific  fire  at  the  Hamburg-American  Line  docks 
at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  which  destroyed  three  ships  and 
many  precious  lives.  During  the  conflagration  there 
were  many  acts  of  heroism  worthy  of  mention. 

Frank  Rademacher,  a  boy  of  eighteen  years,  took 
his  skiff,  and  picked  out  of  the  wreckage,  and  fished 
out  of  the  river,  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons, 
who  otherwise  would  have  perished,  and  rowed  them 
safely  to  the  land.  The  coolness  of  his  head  and  the 
skill  of  his  hands  were  matched  by  the  warmth  of 


his  heart.  He  constantly  risked  his  life 
in  his  attempts  to  rescue  others.  The 
simple-hearted  young  man  did  not  seem 
to  think  he  had  done  anything  worthy  of 
especial  praise.  Sometime  after  the  fire, 
Colonel  Wesley  P.  Jones,  President  of  the 
United  States  Life  Saving  Corps,  visited 
the  Valencia  Boat  Club  at  Hoboken,  and 
awarded  to  young  Rademacher  a  gold 
medal  for  having  saved  so  many  lives,  and 
said  that  he  was  the  only  person  but  one 
to  whom  the  -Corps  had  awarded  such 
a  medal.  Colonel  Jones  also  presented  at 
the  same  time  a  silver  medal  to  Philip  Heckel,  for 
saving  lives  that  fatal  night.  President  Jones  said  that 
young  Rademacher’s  heroic  conduct  was  known 
and  honored  throughout  Germany  as  well  as  this 
countrv.” 

J 

I  eventually  contacted  the  Hoboken,  NJ 
Historical  Museum  to  see  if  they  had  any  additional 
information  on  the  boat  club  and  perhaps  this  love 
token.  The  only  thing  that  they  had  in  their  files  was 
the  picture  of  the  boat  club  which  I  have  included 
with  this  article.  It  truly  was  a  beautiful  building 
on  the  water.  They  did  ask  for  a  photo  of  the  love 
token  which  I  supplied  so  that  they  could  include 
it  with  their  records.  It  was  then  that  I  hit  a  brick 
wall.  Who  was  this  J.  L.  Hollender?  I  searched 
several  genealogy  databases  with  no  definitive 
results.  I  then  came  up  with  two  theories  regarding 
the  name  and  the  date  range  of  92-93.  One  theory 
is  that  Mr.  Hollender  was  an  officer  in  the  boat 
club  for  the  term  of  1892-1893.  Perhaps  this  was 
a  commemorative  piece  of  his  time  in  office.  The 
second  theory  is  that  this  might  be  an  award  piece 
given  to  Mr.  Hollender  for  winning  a  particular  boat 
race  or  event  during  the  same  time  frame.  This  is 
when  I  really  wished  I  had  obtained  the  other  token 
on  eBay  since  it  could  have  shed  more  light  on  the 
purpose  of  the  piece.  I  will  continue  my  quest.  In 
the  meantime,  I  hope  this  challenges  others  who 
own  love  tokens  to  do  a  little  research  on  the  special 
tokens  they  have  in  their  collections,  who  knows 
what  stories  they  could  tell. 
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Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

2631  Westview  Lane  NW 

Rochester,  MN  55901 

email:  omaha1898@peoplepc.com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $100  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 
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With  the  holidays  approaching  and  the  year  end  in  sight,  it’s  a  good 
time  to  look  back  and  reflect.  If  you  do  this  1  hope  that  you  find  201 1  has  been 
a  good  year  for  you  and  for  your  family.  It  has  been  for  me,  and  I  continue  to 
thank  the  Lord  for  those  many  blessings. 

One  of  the  things  that  I  reflect  on  is  where  I’ve  been  in  our  hobby. . . 
and  not  just  in  the  last  year.  In  mid-November  I  woke  early  one  morning  and 
went  through  some  of  the  earliest  issues  in  my  Love  Letter  file  (my  earliest 
issue  is  Octtober  1994).  In  “those  days”  several  club  members  wrote  to  Bob 
Newhouse  and  reported  love  tokens  they  were  searching  for,  those  for  sale,  or 
just  those  that  they  had  seen.  They  wrote  of  exhibits  that  they  assembled  and 
placed  in  shows.  Of  course,  Bob  printed  these  letters  so  we  could  learn  from  one 
another. 

Today,  we  seldom  see  these  “letters  to  the  editor.”  I’m  not  sure  why. 

I  encourage  you  to  let  Bob  know  about  any  such  “news”  you  come  across  in 
our  hobby,  love  tokens  you’re  looking  for,  or  articles  that  you  find  in  other 
publications  that  relate  to  our  hobby. 

Of  course,  another  way  that  we  can  share  news  is  face-to-face.  We  can 
do  this  at  the  January  5-8  F.U.N.  show  in  Orlando.  The  LTS  will  meet  on  Friday 
(jan.  6)  at  3  p.m.,  room  S331B.  We  hope  you  can  join  us.  We  can  also  arrange  to 
go  to  dinner  afterward. 

For  our  meeting,  bring  any  pieces  you  have  to  show,  discuss  or  sell  and 
ideas  that  you  have  to  make  our  club  even  better. 

I’ll  close  by  saying  “thank  you”  to  Bob  Newhouse,  to  our  elected  officers, 
to  those  who  have  contributed  to  our  newsletter  and  to  all  who  have  helped  our 
club  and  promoted  our  hobby  in  some  way. 

Here’s  hoping  that  each  of  you  has  a  joyous  holiday,  remembering  what 
we  celebrate.  Ernie  Tumes 


PRESIDENT 
Ernie  Tumes 
3169  Bayhaven  Dr. 
Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579 
(843)903-1223 
evtumes@juno.com 


VICE  PRESIDENT 
Carole  Bastable 
5145  Admiral  Place 
Sarasota,  FL  34231 

chevybassdadOl  @verizon.net 


SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Sid  Gale 
P.O.Box  2351 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

(225)664-0718 

sidgale@cox.net 
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Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 


Ask  Miss  Love  Token 
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Financial  Statement 


General  Funds 


Checkbook  Balance  October  3,  201 1  $5,833.83 

Receipts 

Member  Dues  $50.00 
Total  Receipts  $50.00 

Subtotal  $5,883.83 

Expenses  CK#  1561  Bob  Newhouse 
KSU  Copy  Center  $106.38 
Graphic  Design  $  75.00 
Stamps  $  88.00 

Misc  Postage  $  9.78 
$279.16 

CK#  1562  FUN  Dues  $15.00 
CK#  1563  ANA  Dues  $70.00 

$364.16 

Checkbook  Balance  December  6,  2012  $5,519.67 

The  amount  above  includes  $1418.00  Life  member  dues 
and  $1 132.50  from  book  sales 


Welcome  New  Members: 
2065  Andrew  M.  Cowen 
Rockford,  IL 


Your  2012  dues  are  due  if  2012 
appears  above  your  name  on 
the  address  label,  please  check. 

Secretary/  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Love  Token  Society  Meeting 

Where:  At  the  January  Florida  United  Numismatists  (FUN)  Show 

Orlando  County  Convention  Center,  9400  Universal  Blvd.,  Flail  SB 
Our  meeting  room  is  S33 1 

When:  Friday,  January  6,  2012  at  3:00  p.m. 

The  show  will  be  Jan.  5-8,  opening  each  day  at  10  a.m. 

What:  Meet  and  discuss  our  hobby,  our  collecions  and  our  club 

Later:  We  can  arrange  to  go  to  dinner 
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“B  of  L,  F  &  E” 

By  Russ  Frank 

I  picked  up  this  love  tojcen  on  a  Columbian 
Exposition  half  dollar  a  couple  of  years  ago.  It 
came  to  me  through  an  ad  I  placed  in  a  numismatic 
trade  publication.  My  first  thought  was  that  they 
were  some  long  deceased  couple’s  initials.  However, 
I  was  stumped  because  the  initials  were  in  a  different 
configuration  from  what  I  had  typically  seen  in  the 
past.  After  I  did  a  litde  research  on  the  web,  I  soon 
realized  that  the  letters  were  not  for  some  individual 
but  rather  for  an  organization. 

B  of  L  F  &  E  stands  for  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Firemen  and  Enginemen.  The 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  Enginemen  was  one  of  the  19th  century’s  “Big  Four” 
railroad  unions.  They  were  established  initially  as  insurance-benefit  societies  because  the  early 
working  conditions  of  railroad  employees  were  so  hazardous  that  private  insurance  companies 
refused  to  insure  them.  Insurance  benefits  for  a  family  was  the  main  driver  for  membership. 
Although  involved  in  a  number  of  unsuccessful  and  violent  strikes  in  the  19th  century,  this 
insurance  function  still  represents  a  major  part  of  the  unions’  activities. 

Initially  founded  on  December  1,  1873  in  Port  Jervis,  New  York  as  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Firemen,  the  union  changed  its  name  in  1906  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen  and  Enginemen.  This  union  included  both  the  locomotive  engineer  and  the  firemen 
who  worked  in  the  cab  with  them.  An  early  active  leader  in  this  union  was  the  American  socialist 
and  labor  organizer  Eugene  V.  Debs,  who  assumed  leadership  in  the  1880’s.  He  is  known  for  his 
participation  in  the  Pullman  Strike  of  1 894.  In  1 969,  the  union  merged  with  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors  and  Brakemen,  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen,  and  the  Switchmen’s  Union  of 
North  America  to  form  the  United  Transportation  Union. 
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For  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  I  have  been  a  collector.  I  grew  up  in  a  small  town  in  northwest  Indiana 
(Valparaiso)  just  outside  of  the  Chicago  area.  A  summer  vacation  to  Gettysburg,  PA,  kindled  an  early  interest 
in  American  history. 

I  started  collecting  coins  as  young  person  and  enjoyed  the  competition  of  putting  together  exhibits 
for  the  local  coin  club.  Like  many  collectors,  my  interest  in  coins  waned  during  my  later  teen  years.  Although 
a  chemistry  major  in  college,  a  chance  term  paper  on  the  Columbian  Exposition  of  1 893  for  a  history  course 
started  a  lifelong  interest  in  the  fair  and  the  city  of  Chicago. 

I  began  collecting  various  types  of  souvenirs  and  memorabilia  from  the  fair  that  I  was  able  to  pick  up 
at  local  estate  sales,  flea  markets  and  auctions.  About  20  years  ago  I  ran  across  my  first 
love  token  on  a  Columbian  half  dollar  which  led  to  my  current  interest.  I  enjoy  the  workmanship  and 
uniqueness  of  each  piece.  My  long  term  goal  is  to  research  the  various  pieces  I  have  in  my  collection  and 
assemble  a  competitive  exhibit  for  a  future  ANA  convention.  I  am  currendy  a  business  manager  for  a  global 
industrial  adhesives  company.  It  was  my  career  that  brought  my  family  to  live  in  Cary,  NC.  where  we  have  been 
for  a  number  of  years.  I  have  been  married  to  my  wonderful  wife  Cathy  for  31  years  and  we  have  three  grown 
children  (two  daughters  and  a  son)  and  our  first  grandson. 

Russ  Frank 

continued  on 
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Love  tokens  were  most  popular  here  in  the  United  States  during  the  1870s,  1880s 
and  early  1 890s.  These  years  coincide  with  the  Mid  (Grand  Period)  and  Late  Victorian 
periods.  VCTien  you  have  the  time,  I  suggest  that  you  visit  this  website:  (http:/ /www. 
oldsaeranumtohYinghistorY.com/rcsearch/victorian%20iewelrv.pdf). 

It  provides  an  overview  of  how  jewelry  styles  and  popularity  changed  during  the  various 
Victorian  periods.  Of  note  is  the  following  quote,  “Except  for  ball  gowns,  necklines  were  high 
or  had  lace  collars  that  required  the  use  of  pins,  clips,  and  brooches.  Or  they  were  open  over 
white  chemisettes  or  blouses  lending  themselves  to  long  necklaces.” 

Lloyd  Entenmann  discusses  necklaces  on  page  168  in  his  book,  “Love  Tokens  as 
Engraved  Coins.”  He  does  not  go  into  much  detail  other  than  state  that  most  necklaces  were 
single  love  tokens  on  a  chain  and  then  describes  in  detail  several  made  with  multiple  love  tokens. 

During  my  search  for  love  token  jewelry  I  have  not  found  very  many  necklaces  composed 
of  multiple  love  tokens.  As  stated  above,  most  necklaces  during  the  period  consisted  of  a  single 
love  token  on  a  chain.  This  was  due,  in  fact,  to  the  style  of  clothing  that  women  wore  and  the 
strict  rules  and  guidelines  dictated  by  custom  during  the  period. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  share  a  glimpse  of  the  finest  love  token  necklace  and 
matching  pin  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Rarely  do  you  find  two  different  jewelry  items  that  were 
made  to  match. 

Here  is  the  pin.  Note  the  love  token  on 
the  right  with  “Old”  and  a  “goat”  engraved  on  the 
dime.  Look  closely  at  the  decorative  silver  and 
gold  spacer  between  the  love  tokens. 


This  is  the  matching  necklace. 

I  have  tried  to  correlate  the  initials  engraved  on 
the  coins  to  determine  the  family  relationships  but  have 
reached  no  definite  conclusions.  However,  I  believe  the 
Old  Goat’s  initials  are“JSH”  based  on  the  love  token  on 
the  far  left  side  of  the  pin.  The  quarter  at  the  bottom 
center  of  the  necklace  is  beautifully  engraved  with  the 
initials  “JH”  &  “MJ”  Numerous  other  coins  on  the 
necklace  have  letters  that  can  be  arranged  to  support  a 
family  name  beginning  with  an  “H”  -  IEH,  WH,  MH, 

OFH,  and  TAH. 

The  dime  just  to  the  left  of  this  quarter  has  the  initials  “MH”  and  the  name  “Marne”  appears  on 
a  half  dime  at  the  top  of  the  necklace.  Could  these  initials  represent  a  wife  named  Marne  whose  married 
initials  would  be  “MH”? 


Note  the  decorative  accent  pieces  soldered  over  the 
jump  rings  uniting  the  love  tokens.  I  have  not  seen  this  level  of 
detailed  decoration  on  any  other  love  token  jewelry. 

Once  again  I  find  myself  wishing  these  works  of  art  could  talk. 
Needless  to  say  the  quality  of  workmanship  on  both  the  pin 
and  necklace  are  exceptional. 
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Fascinating  Finds 
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A  trip  to  an  antique  show  this  year  produced  an  unexpected  find:  Victorian  style  letter 
and  number  templates.  It  is  a  bit  of  a  mystery  as  to  their  intended  purpose.  Was  it  an  art 
advertising  person  playing  around  with  fonts  or  were  they  made  for  a  display  or  poster?  Since  it 
is  a  complete  set,  one  would  have  to  rule  out  that  specific  words  were  to  be  spelled  as  multiples 
of  some  letters  would  be  required  and  other  letters  would  not  be  needed  at  all. 

Could  they  have  been  used  for  heraldry  (coats  of  arms)?  They  do  have  the  parallel  lines 
scribed  on  them,  but  with  heraldry  the  lines  are  used  in  various  directions.  They  can  be  vertical, 
horizontal,  or  slanted  at  a  45%  angle  to  either  the  right  or  left. 

I  like  to  think  of  them  as  templates  for  an  engraver.  They  are  classic  ornate  letters  just 
like  the  bolder  letters  on  the  triple  overlapping  initialed  love  tokens.  However,  the  paper  itself 
does  not  appear  to  be  quite  as  old.  These  may  have  served  as  the  templates  for  the  later  machine 
engravers.  They  measure  about  2%  inches  tall,  but  the  machine  process  substantially  reduces  the 
size  of  the  letter  on  the  finished  product. 

My  use  for  them  might  some  day  be  an  exhibit  for  single  letter 
love  tokens  forming  a  complete  alphabet.  The  individual  letter  would  be  used  next  to  the 
corresponding  love  token.  However,  I  still  need  the  X  to  complete  the  collection  before  an 
exhibit  can  be  put  together.  Until  then  I  can  photocopy  the  letters  to  spell  anything  needed  for 
the  title  of  another  exhibit.  For  now,  I  am  content  just  to  share  the  find  and  story  with  the  LTS 
members.  r. 

Stnccr 
Miss  Lmk  Token 
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Miss  Love  Token 


A  recent  eBay  auction  had  a  Variety  1  3-cent  silver  coin  engraved  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  (Minted 
trom  1851  to  1873,  this  is  the  smallest  silver  coin  minted  by  the  U.S.)  I  bid  but  didn’t  win.  The 
winning  bid  was  $355. 

Holabird-Kagin  Americana  is  a  company  which  auctions  and  sells  a  wide  variety  of  Western 
American  rarities.  For  the  November  30th  auction  the  firm’s  catalog  listed  and  pictured  gold  pieces 
and  jewelry,  silver  bars,  encased  postage,  stamps,  stock  certificates,  photos,  letters  and  a  number  of 
other  types  of  items  from  the  western  states.  The  closest 
thing  to  a  true  love  token  was  an  octagonal  1852  $50 
slug  facsimile  (metal  composition  unknown).  The  “real 
McCoy”  would  have  been  gold  and  made  by  the  United 
States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  in  San  Francisco.  The  reverse 
was  smooth.  The  auction  piece  was  beautifully  engraved 
and  enameled  (three  colors)  with  the  overlapping  letters  J 
M  M.  Estimates  ale  was  $400-$600.  If  you  won  either  of 
these  items,  let  us  know. 

Consider  discussing  love  tokens  at  a  local  coin  club 
meeting  or  putting  together  a  love  token  exhibit  for  a 
local,  regional,  or  national  show.  Two  benefits:  (1)  both  are 
ways  to  promote  our  hobby  and  perhaps  generate  some 
interest,  and  (2)  if  you  exhibit  you  are  excused  from  paying  the  following  year’s  LTS  dues  (What  a 
deal!!). 


Love  Letters 

Karen  K.  Marshall 

2  c  ups  of  shredded  cooked  chicken 
1  can  (4oz)  chopped  green  chilies,  drained 
4  large  green  onions,  finely  chopped 
1/3  cup  grated  parmesan  cheese 


Combine  chicken,  chilies,  green  onions,  cheese,  garlic  & 
onioin  powders  an  salt  in  medium  bowl;  mix  well. 

Place  a  wrapper  on  counter  with  one  corner  facing 
toward  you.  Put  about  1  tsp.  chicken  mixture  slighdy 
below  the  center  of  the  wrapper  and  fold  bottom  corner 
up.  Fold  sides  in,  points  overlapping.  Wet  edges  to  seal. 
Repeat  with  remaining  chicken  mixture  and  wrappers. 


2  c  ups  of  shredded  cooked  chicken 
1  can  (4oz)  chopped  green  chilies,  drained 
4  large  green  onions,  finely  chopped 
1/3  cup  grated  parmesan  cheese 

Makes  41/2  to  5  dozen  appetizers 
Dash  each  of  garlic  powder  and  onion  powder 
1  pkg.  (16oz)  wonton  wrappers 
Vegetable  oil  for  frying 


Deep-fry,  a  few  at  a  time,  until  golden  and  crispy  around 
edges.  Drain  on  paper  towels;  serve  hot. 

Note:  Love  Letters  are  good  plain,  but  they  are  also 
good  serverd  with  sour  cream  and/or  sweet-sour  sauce. 

These  freeze  beautifully.  To  prevent  sticking,  spread 
uncooked  wontons  on  cookie  sheets  and  set  in  freezer 
just  until  hard.  Do  not  thaw  before  frying.  If  desired, 
they  can  be  fried  several  hours  before  guests  arrive; 
simply  reheat  in  a  400°F.  oven  for  5-10  minutes. 


Dec.  2011  pg.  6 


Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 


L< 


ove 

I  Lov«  Token  Society  Newsletter 

etter 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 
2631  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omaha  1 898@peoplepc. 

com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $100  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


